PUPIL PREMIUM - WHAT IS IT?
Pupil Premium is funding paid by the local authority/government directly to schools. For each pupil eligible for Pupil Premium the school receives £1345 per school year. So whilst we realise that not all the pupils who are eligible for Pupil Premium actually wish to have free school meals, we would be grateful if you would support the school by letting us know if your child is eligible.
WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS?
There are many benefits for both the pupil and the school these include:
· Free school meals.
· Additional funding to support learning, progress and overall achievement.
· A wide variety of interventions to support engagement and learning.
· Support with learning and emotional needs through the purchase of extra resources.
· Additional targeted support for individual vulnerable pupils.
· Additional support staff.
Please note that if your child is in Reception or Years 1 and 2 then they are automatically entitled to a free school meal each day as part of the Government Universal Free School Meal initiative. However if you register your eligibility for free school meals then the school benefits from the Pupil Premium grant to support learning and your child’s entitlement to free school meals will automatically continue from Year 3.
I strongly encourage all eligible parents/carers to apply where appropriate. No one will know who has registered and it will not affect any other benefits being claimed.
Any children who are entitled to free schools meals, whether they take them up or not, means that our school is given extra funding to help support their needs.
We realise that information of this nature is very sensitive and we can assure you that all such information will be treated in the strictest confidence.
HOW DO I KNOW IF I CAN AM ELIGIBLE FOR PUPIL PREMIUM?
Registering a child for school meals is really quick and easy, and will make a big difference to the child and the school.
To be eligible for Pupil Premium the family must be in receipt of one or more of the following benefits:
· Income Support
· Income-based Job Seekers' Allowance
· Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
· Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
· The Guaranteed element of State Pension Credit
· Child Tax Credit, provided you are not also entitled to Working Tax Credit, and have an annual gross income, of no more than £16,190 as assessed by Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs1
· Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for working tax credit
OR
· If your child has ever, for a period of one day or longer, been looked after by the local authority, a foster carer, been adopted from a local authority, been under a special guardianship order or a child’s arrangement order
OR
· If a child’s parent is currently serving in the armed forces or receiving a pension from the Ministry of Defence
Under the current rules the school would receive Pupil Premium funding for any child or young person who has claimed Free School Meals in the last 6 years. So if, for example, your child has claimed Free School Meals at another school within the last 6 years and you no longer meet the criteria above, please let us know as they are likely to still be eligible for Pupil Premium funding.
HOW DO I APPLY?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Please contact the school office who will apply on your behalf, by email parents@charltonono.co.uk, calling the school on 01865 331239
